
Student dormitory

Part-time Work Accommodation
Approximately 76% of privately financed international students in Japan are working part-time. They earn about 
JPY 59,000 (US$518) per month on average.
By solely depending on part-time work, it is impossible to cover all school expenses and cost of living. Be sure to 
make an appropriate financial plan so that you do not have to depend too much on income from part-time work.

Although student dormitories operated by local governments and universities are available, 
approximately 75% of international students are living in private houses or apartments. Once you 
receive your letter of acceptance, you should start gathering information about housing immediately. 
Some ways to get this information include 1) your school’s international student office, 2) the Internet 
and informational magazines, and 3) real estate agents in areas you are interested in living in.
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41.9%

28.9%

7.3%

6.7%

6.2%

5.5%

5.3%

4.7%

Food and beverage

Sales and marketing

Teaching / Research assistant

Translation / Interpretation

Language instructor

Cleaning

Hotel receptionist / Service staff

General clerical work

5.4%

42.4%

39.4%

6.9%

4.8%

1.0%

Less than JPY 800

JPY 800 to less than JPY 1,000

JPY 1,000 to less than JPY 1,200

JPY 1,200 to less than JPY 1,400

JPY 1,400 or more

Unknown

Types of part-time job in which international students 
are employed Hourly rate for part-time job

Source: Lifestyle Survey of Privately Financed International Students 2017 (JASSO)

Advantages
・ Lower expenses compared to apartments (no need for shiki-kin 

[security deposit], rei-kin [gratuity money] or renewal fees)
・ Student dormitory rooms may come equipped with electric 

appliances and/or other furniture

Disadvantages
・ Due to limited numbers of rooms available, not all students can 

stay in dormitories.
・ Rules such as curfew and wake-up time
・ Shared kitchen, toilet and bathroom

Apartment

Advantages
・ Your own life rhythm
・ Development of sense of the value of money

Disadvantages
・ In many cases, you will have to pay shiki-kin (security deposit 

equal to a few months’ rent), rei-kin (gratuity money), real estate 
agent’s commissions, or other fees in advance. 

・ Complicated rental agreements
・ Need to purchase all furniture and electrical appliances

Joint guarantor
A joint guarantor is required when renting an apartment in Japan. If you 
do not pay the rent in time or cause damage without paying for repairs, 
the landlord can demand that the joint guarantor pay for the overdue 
rent or repairs. There is a system in which school-related persons 
(student office or teaching staff) can serve as joint guarantors for interna-
tional students with limited Japanese connections. A joint guarantor may 
not be needed if you conclude a contract that requires the payment of a 
guarantee charge.

Comprehensive Renters’ Insurance for Foreign Students Studying in 
Japan
This insurance program, which is managed by the Japan Educational 
Exchanges and Services (JEES), is designed to cover unexpected 
emergencies, such as fire, and to help an international student avoid 
unnecessarily inconveniencing his/her joint guarantor. To find out if you 
are eligible for this insurance program, please contact the school in 
which you are currently enrolled or will be enrolled.

Category Ratio Hourly rate Ratio

When engaging in part-time work in Japan, you must abide by the conditions 
stated below. Failure to do so may result in punishment and even deportation.!

1. Apply for permission to engage in activities other than that permitted under the status of residence 
previously granted at the nearest immigration services bureau. 

2. The part-time work does not affect your studies.
3. The earned income is meant to supplement your academic cost and necessary expenses and not 

for saving or for remittance overseas.
4. The part-time work engaged in is not in adult entertainment businesses. Note: Prohibited by law
5. Within 28 hours a week (up to eight hours a day during the long school holidays).

6. The part-time work is done while you retain student status in an educational institution

!

Every year, we see international students 
who are forced to leave Japan as they 
cannot extend their period of authorized 
stay in the country due to their low 
school-attendance rates because they 
work part-time and neglect their studies. 
You have to be very careful not to let this 
situation happen.

Guidelines for monthly housing expenses
Student dormitory: JPY 28,000
(For the JASSO Tokyo Japanese Language Education Center)
Apartment: Varies significantly depending on the popularity of 
the nearest train station, the distance to the nearest train 
station, the age of the building, etc. In more rural areas, you may 
find an apartment for around JPY 30,000 to 40,000 a month, 
but within Tokyo JPY 60,000 would be a reasonable target.

Taking out the garbage
Japan has strict rules regarding garbage disposal, and failure to 
follow them can be a source of conflict with neighbors. Be sure 
to separate your garbage properly and dispose of it in the 
specified location(s) at the specified times.

Key points to consider when deciding on part-time work:
Do not get distracted from your purpose—studying in Japan—or work so hard 
that you damage your health.
◎ Will this job hinder to your studies?
 Will you be affected the following day by working long hours or late at night?
◎ Wages and payment method
 Are your wages paid daily, weekly or monthly? Are your wages paid in cash or 

via bank transfer?
◎ Is the work safe?
 Is your working environment safe? Is there insurance against on-the-job 

accidents?
 Ask the school you are enrolled in to provide you with information on good 

potential part-time jobs for you.

Beware of frauds and scams promising 
high-paying jobs while studying in Japan

Be wary of “Study in Japan” agents who give you false or misleading information such as:

The average hourly wage is about JPY 900 
(about US$ 8).

“You can earn JPY 3,000 (about US$ 26) 
per hour working part-time.”

“You’ ll be able to earn JPY 200,000 to 300,000 a month working 
at a part-time job while studying in Japan; you’ ll be able to cover 

your school and living expenses and send money home.”

This is not possible. (The average is around JPY 
59,000 [US$518].)

Calculated at US$1 = ¥114

1) Rent and initial costs?
2) Distance from school and time required to 

reach the school?
3) Size and equipment of the room?
4) Convenience of surrounding environment 

(distance to public transport and convenience 
for shopping)?

Points of accommodation search
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