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Lifestyle Survey of Privately Financed International Students 

Questionnaire reference

Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) is an organization which offers enhanced support 
programs  providing scholarships to international students, administering “Examination for 
Japanese University Admission for International Students” and offering employment information.  

This questionnaire is for using for the assistance of various support programs for international 
students in Japan and prospective students.  

It is not necessary to fill in your name and your school. We ask your kind cooperation. 

For this survey, you will enter a questionnaire on the online screen. Please refer to  
the following content for each question in the questionnaire. You do not need to submit 
a survey without completing the survey. Please note that there are some differences from 
the content on the online screen.



 

 

Questionnaire 
 
 

 About yourself  
 

 Please select your gender. 

 Male                Female 
 

 
Please select your home country or region. (If you select “Others”, please fill in the name of your 
home country or region.) 

 China  Korea  Taiwan Vietnam 
Nepal  Malaysia Indonesia Thailand

United States   Myanmar Mongolia
Bangladesh  France  Sri Lanka 

Germany     India   Philippines 
Great Britain     Saudi Arabia 

Australia      Russia       Cambodia 
Canada               Brazil   Sweden 
Laos              Iran                 Egypt 

Singapore    Uzbekistan    Others
 

 
 

What is the purpose of your study? (You can give the multiple answers to three. Please fill in 
three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

 To obtain an academic degree   
 To acquire culture 

 To obtain skills and knowledge for future career development  
 To work in Japan or to find a Job in a Japanese company 

 To make an international network 
 To acquire a wide perspective  

 To research in good academic environment 
 To improve yourself in Japanese ability  

 To experience a different culture 
 Others 



 
 Before studying in Japan  

 

 
 

Why did you decide to study in Japan? (You can give the multiple answers to three. Please fill 
in three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

 
Interested in Japanese society and wanted to live in Japan 

 
Felt that education and research in Japanese universities were attractive  

 Geographically close to Japan 
 Offered studies in a particular field of interest 

 Wanted to experience a different culture 
 Wanted to learn Japanese and Japanese culture 

 Wanted to do work related to Japan 
 Received scholarship 

 Recommended by your friend, acquaintance and family etc. 

 Occasion of the having experienced of the university exchange 

As compared with other countries, Japan met your most conditions such as academic ability and expense. 

 Others 
 

 
 

What were your concerns before studying in Japan? (You can give the multiple answers to 
three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

 
Adaptation to Japanese climate, food and customs 

 
Possibility of studying your desired field and achievement of the learning outcomes 

 
Communication with other people 

 Reservation of accommodation 
 Disease or natural disaster 

 Loneliness and homesickness 
 Financial problems 

 None 
 Others 

 



 

 
 

What were your problems before arriving at Japan? (You can give the multiple answers to 
three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.)   

 Gathering information   Learning Japanese 
 Contact with Japanese school  Getting visa  

 Preparation of expenses   Entrance examination
 Others 

 

 
 

How did you gather information on studying in Japan? (You can give the multiple answers to 
three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

 Japan education fair or seminar 
 Contact with school you wish to enroll in 

 Japanese embassy or consulate general 
 Government organization of your home country or region 

(JASSO)  Contact with JASSO 
(JASSO)  Internet 

 Private foundation 
 Publication 

 School in your home country or region 
 Relative or friend 

 Others 
 

After arriving at 
Japan  

 

How many years have passed after arriving at Japan? 

 Less than 1 year  1 2 years  2 3 years 
 3 4 years  4 5 years  5 6 years 

 More than 6 years 
 

 
Did you enroll in your current school immediately after arriving at Japan?  

 Yes Go to Q11.   No 
 



 
 

 
 

If you selected “2.No” above, please answer the question. 
What were you doing before enrolling in your current school?  

 Studying at Japanese language institution 
 Studying at university preparatory course 

 Studying at preparatory Japanese language course 
 Studying at professional training college 

 Studying at college of technology  
 Studying at junior college 

 Studying at undergraduate course 
 Studying at graduate school 

 Working 
 Others 

 
 Your current school  

 

 Please select your school type.  

 National      Local public          Private 
 

Please select your course. 

 Doctoral course 
 Master’s course 

   Professional graduate school 
 Research student at graduate level (Non degree) 

 Undergraduate degree course 
 Research student/auditor at undergraduate level (Non degree) 

 Junior college 
 Professional training college 

 University preparatory course 
 Japanese language institution 

 Others 
 

Please select your grade in school. 

 1st grade  2nd grade  3rd grade  4th grade 
 5th grade  6th grade  Master 1st grade 

 Master 2nd grade  Doctor 1st grade 
 Doctor 2nd grade  Doctor 3rd grade 



 
 Research student etc.  Others 

 

 
Please select your qualifications for Japanese language. 

J J J J J J N N  
N N N  No qualification 

 

 
Please select your plans for getting qualification related to Japanese language. 

J J J J J J N N  
N N N No plan for getting qualification 

 

Please select your major. 

 
Human sciences (Literature, History, Philosophy etc.)  

 
Social sciences (Law, Politics, Economics, Sociology etc.)  

 
Natural sciences (Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology etc.)  

 
Engineering (Mechanical engineering, Electrical engineering, Applied chemistry etc.) 

 
Agriculture (Agricultural economics, Agricultural science, Animal and Veterinary science, 
Fisheries science etc.)   

 Medicine/dentistry       
 Pharmacy  

 
Home economics (Food science, Clothing science, Housing science etc.)   

 Education        
 Japanese  Student enrolled in Japanese language institution     

 Others  
 

 
How many hours do you study per week? (Except the classes) 

 Less than 7 hours    7 14 hours  
 14 21 hours  21 28 hours  
 28 35 hours  35 42 hours 
 42 49 hours         More than 49 hours 



 

 
How long does it take from your house to your school? (One way) 

 Less than 30 minutes  One hour    
 One and a half hours    2 hours   

 More than 2 hours 
 

 
Were you required a guarantor for the payment of tuition?   

 Yes   No Go to Q21.  
 

 
 

If you selected “1.Yes” above, please answer the question. 
  Who is your guarantor for the payment of tuition? 

School (Representative)  
 Academic advisor  

International exchange organization Representative  
 

Former Japanese language institution Representative/teacher  
 Acquaintance (Japanese)  

 Acquaintance (Non Japanese) 
 Relative  Others 

 
 

What are good points of your school? 

 Student support 
 Learning environment (Classroom, laboratory, etc.) 

 Research/learning contents 
 Welfare program 

 Club activities 
 Others 

 Nothing  

If you select “Others”, please fill in a suitable word. 
 

 
What are bad points of your school? 

 Student support 
 Learning environment (Classroom, laboratory, etc.) 



 
 Research/learning contents 

 Welfare program 
 Club activities 

 Others 
 Nothing  

If you select “Others”, please fill in a suitable word. 
 

 Your impression of Japan  
 

 
Has your impression of Japanese people been changed after studying in Japan?  

 It was bad before, but it got better.      
 It was good before and got even better. 

 It was good before, but it got worse. 
 It was bad before and got even worse. 

 It has been good and same as before. 
 It has been bad and same as before. 

 

If you select “ ”, please fill in a suitable word. 
 

  
How would you describe your impression of studying in Japan? 

 Good          
 Bad Go to Q26.   

                          
Neither one Go to Q26.  

If you select “Bad” or “Neither one” in the question, please fill in a suitable word. 
 

 
 

 
If you selected “1.Good” above, please answer the question. 
What did you acquire during your study in Japan? (You can give the multiple answers to 
three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

 High quality of education 



 Japanese acquisition 
 Japanese friends 
 International network 

 Wide perspective and culture
 Others

What are your problems in Japan? (You can give the multiple answers to three. Please fill 
in three answers in order from most appropriate.)  

 High prices 

 Difference from the customs (Lifestyle, religious etc.) of your home country or region in daily life 

 Finding accommodation 

Following the rule in accommodation (How to put out the garbage bags etc.  
 Japanese acquisition 

 English acquisition 
 Less interchange with Japanese students in school 

Less communication with teachers and staffs in school 
Catching up with the classes of school

 Others 

What are the things which you could not overcome in Q27? (You can give the multiple 
answers to three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.)  

 High prices 

 Difference from the customs (Lifestyle, religious etc.) of your home country or region in daily life 

 Finding accommodation 

Following the rule in accommodation (How to put out the garbage bags etc.  
 Japanese acquisition 

 English acquisition 
 Less interchange with Japanese students in school 

Less communication with teachers and staffs in school 
 Catching up with the classes of school



 Others 



 Your monthly income and expenses  

10  

Please answer  after reading the following notices. 



 
 
 

Example  
Income                                                Expenses 

(1)Allowance  
(2)Part-time job 
(3)Scholarship 

A. MEXT 
B.On campus 
C.Local government 

D.Private foundation 

E Overseas organization 

F.Others 
(4)Acquaintance 
(5)Spouse 
(6)Others 
     

 

 63 ,000 
,000 
 
,000 
,000 
,000 

  (1)Study fee    
 29 A.Tuition  44 ,000 

 B.Material fee  10 ,000 
 48 C.Club activity   ,000 

 (2)Commuting  8 ,000 
 (3)Food  25 ,000 
 ,000 (4)Rent  36 ,000 
 ,000 (5)Utilities cost  8 ,000 
 ,000 (6)Insurance etc.  3 ,000 
 ,000 (7)Hobby etc.  5 ,000 
 ,000 (8)Miscellaneous   ,000 
 ,000 (9)Balance  1 ,000 
  

Total           140 ,000 Total  140 ,000 

 
 

The two totals have to be the same amount!  
 
Precautions when inputting on the screen 
 

Make sure that the sum of your incomes and expenses is the same. If the amount is different, an 
error message will be displayed. 
“A. Tuition” is monthly tuition (except entrance fee and temporary fee).  
When you know only the tuition for one year, please divide it by 12. 

Tuition for one year 528,000 yen Monthly tuition  44,000 yen  
 

Please enter the amount per 1,000 yen and round up fractions of the amount .  
     
    If the amount is 7,235yen 7,000yen  8,000yen 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

How much is your monthly average income?    

yen month  

  
 

Same as the total amount of Expenses. 
 

 
If you receive MEXT honors scholarship, please answer the following questions. If not, go to Q31. 

 

  
Allowance ,000

  
Part-time job ,000

 Scholarship

MEXT honors scholarship ,000

  
On-campus scholarship ,000

Local government scholarship ,000

Private foundation scholarship ,000

Scholarship of the overseas organization(Other than Japanese organization)    

Others

,000 
 
,000

Support from a guarantor or an acquaintance ,000

Spouse’s income ,000

Others ,000

Total amount 
,000



 

 
How much is your monthly average expenses?    

  
Study fee

yen month

Tuition ,000

Material fee (Textbook, training material, stationery) ,000

Club activities ,000

Commuting expenses ,000

Food ,000

Rent ,000

  
Utilities cost ,000

  
Insurance and medical ,000

  
Hobby and entertainment ,000

 Miscellaneous
Clothes, mobile phone etc. ,000

  
Balance ,000

Total amount 
 ,000

 
Same as the total amount of Income. 

 
 

3



If you receive MEXT honors scholarship, please answer the following 
questions. If not, go to Q31.  

What are the merits of receiving MEXT honors scholarship? (You can give the multiple 
answers to three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

Not having felt uneasiness about the daily life and could concentrate on study 

Became encouragement of your study 

Could have taken part in club activities in your school 
 Advantage in finding accommodation 

 Others

What do you wish to MEXT honors scholarship? (You can give the multiple answers to 
three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

To increase the amount
To increase the number of scholars 

To increase the number of overseas applicants 
 To extend the duration from one year 

More information on MEXT honors scholarship 

More information on selection procedure of applicants in school
 Others

 Part-time job

 Do you work part-time? 

 Yes  No Go to Q37.) 

If you selected “1.Yes” above, please answer the following questions 



 
 

What kind of part-time job? (You can give the multiple answers to three.)  

 Homework teacher               Language teacher  
 Private supplementary school lecturer  

TA RA Teaching assistant (TA)/research assistant (RA  
 Office work  Accounting work  

 Cleaning     Guard             Building management 
Gas stand   Delivery  Dispatch work

 Food Business/selling(convenience store etc.)  
 Reception/hall     Printing work  

 Construction work        Moving work   
 Assembly work         Warehouse rearranging  

 Translation/interpretation  
 Computer programmer/operator 
Computer graphic design   Others 

 

 
How many hours do you work part-time per week?  

 Less than 5 hours            5 10 hours 
 10 15 hours     15 20 hours 
 20 25 hours  More than 25 hours 

 
  Why do you work part-time?  

 To maintain your life in Japan 
 

Good opportunity for communicating with Japanese people 
 For your hobby and entertainment  

 Others 
 

 
How much is the hourly wage? 

800  Less than 800 yen        800 1,000   800 1,000 yen 
1,000 1,200  1,000 1,200 yen     1,200 1,400  1,200 1,400 yen 
1,400 1,600  1,400 1,600 yen     1,600 1,800  1,600 1,800 yen  
1,800 2,000  1,800 2,000 yen  2,000  More than 2,000 yen 

 
 
 

Accommodation  
 



 

Where do you live in? 

 Hokkaido  Aomori  Iwate  Miyagi 
 Akita  Yamagata   Fukushima  Ibaraki 
 Tochigi   Gunma      Saitama   Chiba  

 Tokyo      Kanagawa    Niigata    Toyama 
 Ishikawa    Fukui         Yamanashi   Nagano  
 Gifu        Shizuoka     Aichi         Mie 
 Shiga    Kyoto        Osaka    Hyogo  
 Nara       Wakayama   Tottori   Shimane 

  Okayama   Hiroshima    Yamaguchi   Tokushima  
 Kagawa    Ehime   Kochi        Fukuoka 
 Saga   Nagasaki      Kumamoto  Oita  
 Miyazaki   Kagoshima   Okinawa 

 
Which type of your current accommodation?  

 
Which type of accommodation do you live in?  

 Private housing/apartment   
 International student residence set up by school 

 Student hostel set up by school  
 International student housing set up by local government 

 Public housing   
 Private company hostel  
Home stay           Others 

 

  
 

What did you think as important in choosing accommodation? (You can give the multiple 
answers to three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.) 

 Rent   
 Layout/width  

 Equipment 
 Distance/commuting time  

 Convenience of neighboring environment
  Security  

 Exchange with Japanese people 
  Exchange between international students 



 
 

 
About rooms you live in, how large is the area that you use individually? 
Except kitchen, bath/shower and toilet. If you live with two or more persons, please determine 

your own area. 1 tatami mat = about 1.6  

Under 5 3 tatami mats
5 7.5 4 4.5 tatami mats  

7.5 10 5 6 tatami mats  
10 12.5 7 7.5 tatami mats

12.5 15 8 9 tatami mats  
15 17.5 10 10.5 tatami mats  

17.5 20 11 12 tatami mats  
20 25 13 15 tatami mats  

Over 25 Over 16 tatami mats  
 

 
Are there kitchen, bath/shower and toilet in your accommodation? 

Kitchen 
In your room Shared Nothing

 
Bath/shower

In your room Shared Nothing

Toilet 
In your room     Shared

Do you live alone?

 Yes Go to Q47. No 
 
 

 
If you selected “2.No” above, please answer the following questions. 

  
How many people do you live together? (Except you  

  One person  Two persons   Three persons  
 Four persons    More than five persons 

 



 
  

       Whom do you live with?  

 Spouse or family   International students 
 Japanese students    Others 

 

 
How much did you pay the expenses (deposit) except the monthly rent in making a contract  
of your current accommodation? 

 Nothing   
 Less than 50,000 yen    

 50,000  Less than 100,000 yen  
 100,000  Less than 200,000 yen   
 200,000  Less than 300,000yen 
 300,000  Less than 400,000 yen   
 400,000  Less than 500,000yen   

  500,000 yen or more 
 

 
Were you required a guarantor of your current accommodation? 

Yes  No Go to Q50.   

 
 

 
 

If you selected “1.Yes” above, please answer the question. 
Who is your guarantor of your current accommodation? 

School (Representative)  Academic advisor
International exchange organization Representative  

 
Former Japanese language institution Representative/teacher   

 Acquaintance (Japanese)  Acquaintance (Non-Japanese)
 Relative   

To use the guarantor system     
 Others  

 
 
 
 



 
 Your health  

 

 
 

Have you got disease or injuries since you enrolled in your school? 
(You can give the multiple answers to three.)  

 No disease and injuries   
 

Visited the health center or medical office in your school 
 Went to the hospital          Bought medicine 

Endured   Others  
 

 Health insurance  
 

Do you join the health insurance? 

 Yes   No Go to Q54.  
 
 

 
 

If you selected “1.Yes” above, please answer the following questions. 
Which kind of the health insurance? (You can give the multiple answers to three.)  

 Japanese national health insurance   
 Overseas travel insurance/study abroad insurance 

 Health insurance of your family 
 Health insurance by school   Others  

 

How much is the monthly payment of the health insurance? (Next, go to Q55.  

 Free   
 Less than 500 yen 

 500  Less than 1,000 yen  
 1,000  Less than 1,500 yen  
 1,500  Less than 2,000 yen   
 2,000  Less than 2,500 yen 
 2,500  Less than 3,000 yen   
 3,000  Less than 3,500 yen  

  3,500 yen or more 
 



 

 
 

What is the reason why you don’t join the health insurance? 
(If you selected “2.No” above in Q51, please answer the question.) 

 Expensive 
 Unnecessary 

 
Not knowing the subscription of the Japanese national health insurance  

 Others  
 
 

 Your plan after finishing your current school  
 

 
Do you want to study further after finishing your current school in Japan? 

 Yes   No Go to Q58.  
 
 

 
  Which course/school do you want to enroll in? 

 Doctoral course   
 Master’s course  

   Professional graduate school                                                  
 Research student at graduate level (Non degree) 

 Undergraduate degree course   
 Research student/auditor at undergraduate level (Non degree) 

 Junior college        
Professional training college 

 Others  
 

 
 

What will you do after finishing your current school in Japan?  
(You can give the multiple answers to three. Please fill in three answers in order of the  
most appropriate reasons.)  

 Further study in Japan 
 Employment in Japan Go to Q59.  

Starting a business in Japan 
 Further study in your home country or region



 
   

Employment/starting a business in your home country or region
  

Further study except in Japan and in your home country or region 
  

Employment/starting a business except in Japan and in your home country or region 
Not decided yet 

 
 

If you don’t select “2.Employment in Japan” in Q57, please go to Q66. 

 
 

What will you do after finishing your current school in Japan?  
(You can give the multiple answers to three. Please fill in three answers in order of the  
most appropriate reasons.)  

 Employment in Japan Go to Q59.  
Starting a business in Japan 

 Further study in your home country or region
   

Employment/starting a business in your home country or region
  

Further study except in Japan and in your home country or region 
  

Employment/starting a business except in Japan and in your home country or region 
Not decided yet 

 
 

If you don’t select “1. Further study in Japan” in Q58,please go to Q66. 
 

 
If you selected “2.Employment in Japan”  in Q57, and “1. Further study in Japan” in Q58, 
please answer the following questions. 

 
 

What kind of job do you wish to engage in? (You can give the multiple answers to three.  
Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.)    



 
 Translation/interpretation   Overseas business 

 Trade  Research            Education 
 Business/selling        Management/administration 

 Technology development  Information processing 
 Design  Others  

 

 
      What is your plan after employment in Japan?  

 Want to work in Japan permanently 
  

Go back and find employment in your home country or region 
 

Find employment except in Japan and in your home country or region 
 Not decided yet 

 

 
 

What do you expect in job hunting in Japan? (You can give the multiple answers to three.  
Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.)  

 
Simplification of the changing status of residence and shortening of a procedure period 

 
Relaxing the regulation to be more flexible for changing status of residence 

 
More information on job hunting for international students 

 
More offering the job hunting seminars for international students in school 

  
More substantial of career consultation counter for international students in school 

 
More offering the job hunting seminars for international students by company 

 
More substantial of internship for international students 

 Others 
 

 



 
 

 
What are your concerns prior to employment in Japan? (You can give the multiple answers 
to three. Please fill in three answers in order from most appropriate.)  

 Making good relationships at work 
 Japanese language ability 
 Getting a desired job   

Adaption for business practice 
 Customer service  

 Business manner 
 Personnel evaluation system 

 Working place 
 Working appropriately 

 Length of working hours 
 Salary and labor conditions 

 Putting technical knowledge to practical use 
 Career path 
 Difference in a lifestyle 

 Nothing 
 Others 

 

 
    How long do you plan to work after employment in Japan?  

 Less than 1 year          1 3 years  
 3 5 years           5 10 years  

 More than 10 years 
 

 
Do you want to participate in internship in Japan? 

 Yes                                                       
 Already participated, or participating now. 

 No (Go to Q66.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
If you selected “1.Yes” or “2. Already participated or participating now” above in Q64, 
please answer Q65. 

 
Why do you want to participate in the internship?  

  
It seems to become advantageous for your employment. 

 
It seems to be helpful for Japanese acquisition and your learning. 

 
To experience the atmosphere of Japanese company before your employment. 

 

 
We are working to support international students. Therefore, I would like to hear the 
opinions of international students. Enter your email address if you would like to 
participate in surveys and hearings. If you can not cooperate, please do not enter.  

 
Email address 

 
 

Confirm email 
 
 

 
Thank 

you for your kind cooperation! 
 
 



135-8630 2-2-1 
03-5520-6111 
03-5520-6121 
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